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Abstract  
Keith Bolin, Ag-School Reorganization, AI-A-L-2011-038 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Keith Bolin was born in Princeton, 

Illinois on November 13th, 1960, and graduated from Manlius High School in 1978. He farms 

500 acres in Bureau County, northwest of Princeton, Illinois. He is also involved as a wind 

energy developer. Bolin became active in a proposed consolidation of six districts in Bureau 

County: Manlius #305,Western (Buda/Sheffield) #306, Wyanet Elementary #126, Wyanet-High 

School #510, Walnut Elementary #285, and Walnut High School #508. He served on the 

Committee of Twenty, which favored school district reorganization. He also served on the 

Manlius Board of Education from 1993 through 1995, and later on the new Bureau Valley 

District #340 board, created in 1995. At the time of the interview he was the President of the 

Bureau Valley Board of Education. Keith is married and has four children. 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: School Reorganization and/or Consolidation; school 

Feasibility Study; school referenda; Committee of Twenty; Planning for a new/consolidated 

school district; school deactivation; school consolidation incentives; school  bond debt; Illinois 

House Bill 1216 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the 

views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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